
REMINDER…Business Meeting Today…1:30 p.m. 
 

Thank you, David Washburn! 
Speaker for today 

 

Saturday Meeting…TWO WEEKS AWAY!! 
February 24-25 

ARE WE READY?? 
INVITE SOMEONE!! 

 

Four Letter Words in the Bible 
 

We have all heard the term, “that’s a four-letter word”. It is almost 
always used in a negative sense, as in swear words or profanity. 
But there are several good four-letter words found in the Bible.  

Here’s one: HOPE 
• “Hope”	does	not	disappoint.	(Romans	5:5)		
• Our	Savior	and	Lord	Jesus	Christ	is	our	“hope”.	(1	

Timothy	1:1)		
• Our	“hope”	is	in	the	second	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	

Christ.	(1	Thessalonians	2:19)		
• We	have	“hope”	of	eternal	life.	(Titus	3:7)	
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In Everything Give Thanks 
(I Thessalonians 5:18) 

Mike Johnson 
 

I Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything give thanks...” This 
teaching occurs during a series of short admonitions near the end 
of the book of I Thessalonians. Earlier, Paul told them they needed 
to “rejoice always,” and they were to “pray without ceasing.” We 
might say, “constant joy and constant prayer should lead to a 
constant giving of thanks to God.” 
 
The Bible stresses thanksgiving in many places. Ephesians 
5:20 says, “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” In Colossians 4:2, Paul 
stressed, “Continue in prayer, being vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving.” In another passage, Philippians 4:6, he said, “Be 
anxious for nothing but in everything in prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.” 
 
How are we to thank God for whatever happens? The NIV says, 
“Give thanks in all circumstances.” How do we do this? The verse 
is not teaching us to give thanks specifically for every particular 
thing, which happens. Instead, the idea is we are to continue to be 
thankful no matter what the circumstances, and in every situation, 
we can find things for which to be grateful. 
 
Consider the following situation. A man’s house burns. He does 
not say, “I am glad my house burned.” Instead, he says, “I continue 
to be thankful to God even though my house burned.” Furthermore, 
he can say, “Although my house burned, I am thankful I was not in 
it when it burned, and that it did not cause someone else’s house 
to catch on fire.” We remain thankful to God no matter what 
happens, and in every bad situation, we can see things to be 
grateful for (also note James 1:2-3, Romans 5:3). 
 
Matthew Henry, the well-known scholar, was once robbed by 
thieves of his money. In his diary he wrote, “Let me be thankful 
first, because I was never robbed before; second, because 



although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, 
because, although they took my all, it was not much; and fourth, 
because it was I who was robbed, not I who robbed.” 
 
We need to make sure we are “thankful in everything.” The last 
part of verse 18 says, “For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.” We must understand it is God’s Will that we obey these 
instructions. Are we “thankful in everything?” 

 

Things To Be Thankful For 
By Michael Hickox 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, ‘Rejoice’”! 
Philippians 4:4 
 
To have the joy commanded by the Holy Spirit in this verse, we 
must be grateful. Throughout his letter to the Philippians, Paul 
expressed gratefulness and joy for the church at Philippi 
(Philippians 1:3), the preaching of the Gospel (Philippians 1:18), 
the chance to serve (Philippians 2:17-18), and the benevolence of 
brethren (Philippians 4:10). The inspired apostle “counted his 
blessings,” causing him to have gratitude that far outweighed his 
grief over difficult circumstances. He encouraged the Philippians, 
and would encourage us, to likewise “count our blessings,” 
considering gifts such as: 
 
God’s Word: God has given us “all things that pertain to life and 
godliness” (2 Peter 1:3) and made “known to us the mystery of 
His will” (Ephesians 1:9a). God’s Word proves it is from Him and 
gives evidence that Jesus is the Messiah (2 Peter 1:16-21). It is full 
of truthful, honest, just, pure, lovely, virtuous, and praiseworthy 
things (Philippians 4:8). It is our access to the “wisdom that is 
from above” (James 3:17), and the guide to eternal life (John 
6:68). 
 
Jesus: God’s Word reveals His plan to redeem mankind from sin 
through Jesus (Romans 5:7-8). No matter how many times we 
consider Jesus, He is no less remarkable. Are we grateful to God 
for the love, grace, and mercy He demonstrated by giving us His 
Son? 
 
Forgiveness: The gift of Jesus allows forgiveness of sins for those 
who trust and obey Him. The Jews Peter preached to in Acts 2 had 
crucified the Messiah, yet were told it was possible for their sins 
to be forgiven (Acts 2:38). Saul was a persecutor of Christians yet 

was told that if he submitted to God’s terms, his sins could be 
washed away (Acts 22:16). These individuals did not deserve 
God’s forgiveness, and neither do we. Are we grateful to Him for 
offering forgiveness anyway? 
 
Prayer: Forgiveness for erring Christians comes through 
repentance and prayer (Acts 8:22). Prayer also gives us the chance 
to ask for divine help in our lives. It is amazing that God cares for 
us and wants us to ask for His help in meeting our needs (1 
Peter 5:7). 
 
Peace, Assurance, and Hope: Faithful prayer leads to “the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7). If 
we are obedient to God, we can have assurance of eternal life (1 
John 5:13). This assurance produces hope, which is the anchor of 
the Christian’s soul (Hebrews 6:19). How wonderful is it to have 
the peace, assurance, and hope available in Christ. 
 
Worship: Those full of assurance and hope are led to worship God 
constantly. Worship is an expression of gratitude, but it is also 
something to be grateful for itself. David said, “I was glad when 
they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.’” 
(Psalms 122:1). Are we as thankful as David for the chance to 
worship God? 
 
Opportunities for Good: Great joy should come to the Christian 
when we have chances to please God by doing good. Opportunities 
for good works are numerous. “The harvest indeed is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37) is a saying that 
applies not only to evangelizing the lost, but also to many other 
good works. Are we thankful for opportunities to do good? 
 
Christ’s Church: Christ’s laborers are a part of His body (1 
Corinthians 12:27), which is made up of all who have chosen to 
put on Christ and are thereby chosen by God to be His adopted 
children (Ephesians 1:4-5). Are we grateful to be a part of 
this body that was built by Christ and perfectly designed by its 
builder (Matthew 16:18)? 
 
These are just a few of the blessings offered by God to those who 
trust and obey Him. May we choose to accept these blessings and 
be grateful for them. May we all “rejoice in the Lord 
always” and “Give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good” 
(Psalms 106:1). 


